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Teradata Initial SQL

When connecting to Teradata data sources, you can specify a SQL command that will be run once upon
connection. This query is useful to set up temporary tables that will be used during the session and can
be used to set up a custom data environment. This initial SQL is different than a Custom SQL connection
because it is only run when the you first open the workbook rather than affecting every query to retrieve
rows from the database. Follow the steps below to set up initial SQL for a Teradata connection.

Open the Advanced Dialog Box Specify the Initial SQL Command
In the Teradata Connection dialog box, click the In the lower part of the Advanced dialog box, type
Advanced button in the bottom left corner. the SQL command that you want to send to the

database upon connection.
Step 3: Establish the connection:

[ Connect ] W [ are— P .

Initial SQL:
Step 4: Select a database on the server: CREATE MULTISET VOLATILE TABLE “Initial SQL™ AS ( =
SELECT *
SampleDatabase o From TestV1.Calcs
) WITH DATA

QM COMMIT PRESERVE ROWS|
Step 5: Select a table or view from the database:

(@ Single Table () Multiple Tables () Custom SQL
SampleTable o

Step 6: Give the connection a name for use in Tableau: 4 3

SampleTable (SampleDatabase) e, [ ok | [ Cancel

~Advanced...

Tableau does not examine or error
check the commands. They are simply
sent to the database upon connection.

Initial SQL on Tableau Server
By default, Tableau Server is configured to allow the initial SQL to run when a workbook is loaded in the browser.
Administrators can disable this functionality on the Data Connections tab of the Tableau Server Configuration utility. Select
the Ignore initial SQL statements for all data sources option. The workbook will still open but the initial SQL commands
will not be sent.
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(@) Refresh Less Often:
Cache and reuse data for as long as possible.

() Balanced:

Cache for no longer than: minute(s).
Your software license ) Refresh More Often:
may a Iso restrict you from Query the database to refresh the cache with each page reload.
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